[Carrier state of the causative agents of infectious diseases and its significance in the development of the epidemic process].
Carrier state of the causative agents of the infectious diseases is regarded as a universal phenomenon in infectious pathology. Immunological mechanisms of this phenomenon are discussed. On the basis of analysis of an epidemic process in the streptococcus and staphylococcus infections, and also in influenza and acute respiratory diseases the author formulated the concept on the genotypical and phenotypical nonhomogeneity of the interacting species of the organisms--the parasite and the host. The action mechanism on the epidemic process of the "mixing factor" of humans was shown.